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_explorer, scientist, hero

Antarctica is an enormous frozen' continent at
the South Pole? It's very cold and windy and
there’s snow and ice all year. People don’t live
in Antarctica because the weather there is so
extreme, but it's a very interesting place for
scientists. They go there to study the weather
and geology.

In the 1890s explorers from Great Britain,
France, Germany and Norway all wanted to
be the first people to reach® the North and
South poles. Captain Robert Scott was the first
British man to explore Antarctica. He made two
expeditions there.

Scott’s first expedltlon began in 1901. It was a
terrible journey“. There were strong winds and
freezing temperatures. As a result, Scott and
his men turned back® before they reached the
South Pole.

Scott wanted to return to Antarctica to
reach the South Pole. He started his second
expedition on 15t June 1910. There was a race
between him and the Norwegian explorer
Roald Amundsen to reach the South Pole first.
Scott and his men arrived there on 17t January
1912, but they found a Norwegian flag and
a message from Amundsen. The Norwegian
explorer was the winner. He and his men
arrlved at the South Pole 33 days before Scott.
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Scott and his men started the journey back to
camp.The weather was terrible with gales and
blizzards®. His men were cold and hungry and
the journey home had a tragic end. Scott and
his men died. They were only 18 km from their
base camp. In November that year a search
party” went to Antarctica and found the bodies?®
of Scott and his men.There was a big, memorial
ceremony in London to honour them.

Captain Scott is a hero for many people in
Britain. They admire him for his courage and
determination. He wasn’t the winner of the
race to the South Pole, but he made some very
important scientific discoveries®. He wrote
diaries and took photographs, and he helped
people to understand the geography, geology
and extreme weather of Antarctica. There are
over 30 monuments and memorials to Scott in
the UK and there are books
and films about his life S
and adventures. 6§l
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